Thursday 12" February 2026

Dear Parents / Carers,
Tomorrow the children break up for the February half term holiday, which marks the ‘half way’ point of the
school year and this newsletter contains some feedback on recent events as well as some advance notice
of activities due to take place early in the next half term. | don’t think | can remamber such a WET half term
as the one we have had since Christmas and | am sure we are all looking forward to some brighter, more
spring like weather in the second half of the term...and maybe even some sunshine?!

NSPCC Fundraising ‘thank you’

Our NSPCC Number Day last Friday was a really good way to complete our Maths focus week. We had a
whole host of numbers, patterns, shapes and rockstar outfits and so far have raised £165 which will be split
between the NSPCC and funds for Number Stacks resources to support pupils with number
facts/knowledge. We are still awaiting some donations and these can be sent to school at any time.

Eastlea’s reading culture and Reading Challenge update

o Last Friday Mrs Lister and | were invited to speak at a Northumberland reading conference entitled
‘Building a Reading Culture’. This was in recognition of all the work we do at Eastlea to promote
reading for enjoyment. The feedback we received from the delegates when we outlined our whole
school reading challenge, the links with CLV/author visits, our class shared reading, the training for our
Y6 librarians, the use of the storytelling stage outside in the warmer weather, promotion of the summer
holiday libraries reading challenge, World Book Day activities etc. was extremely positive.

e As part of this, we spoke to some of the children about the reading
challenge and we know that the theme this year has been especially F@@ﬂbﬁjﬂf
popular. Yesterday we presented the first of the ‘Football Reading ﬁ@@éﬁmg @hﬁm@m@@
Challenge’ silver awards. 123 children now have their next certificate -
and a ‘football’ badge. Well done! We know there are several others | -
who will get theirs at our next assembly. If your child reads over the half
term break and has their reading record signed then this will count as a
sticker on their current bookmark...bronze, silver or gold! So, please
encourage them to keep reading!

Residential visits for Year 5/Year 6 a. =
The response to the letters about our residential visits for Year 5 and Year 6 has been excellent. We now
have 27 pupils who are due to attend the Year 5 visit to Robinwood in November (one space remaining)
and many who have paid the initial deposit for the Year 6 visit to York in June this year. A reminder that the
deadline for the £50 deposit for the York visit is TOMORROW. Please speak to me individually if there is a
problem with this.

HUGGG vouchers

We have again been informed by the county that vouchers will be available over
the February half term holiday for those families eligible for benefit based free
school meals. An email notification was sent out today so that you can activate

RERRRRA

and use the vouchers over the holiday period.

Hope Centre reminder
At this half way point in the school year, there may be some items of uniform that

need ‘refreshing’.

A reminder that, for anyone who needs it, clean, good quality school uniform
such as sweatshirts/cardigans, trousers, skirts, pinafores, shoes, PE Kit, coats
etc for all the local schools (including Eastlea and CLV) can be obtained FREE
OF CHARGE from the Hope Centre in Cramlington. There is no need for a
referral — just turn up on Monday to Friday 10am — 2pm to see what is available.
Any pre-loved, good quality items of school uniform can also be donated to the
Hope Centre. Items can be taken there directly or we can have them collected
from school.

HOPE UNIFORM & BABY BANK
e G e e

As well as the logoed clothing for all our local
schools we can supply all uniform items needed by
our students. We have trousers, skirts, pinafores,
shirts, polo shirts, sportswear, shoes, coats, hats,
scarves, gloves, tights, bags and socks from
nursery to Y11. All free from charge or referral.
Hope to see you soon.

Keeplng It Local

Monday to Friday10:00—14:00

Nursery by appointment please.
Email:hopeluniform@gmail.com
Follow us on n




Family Hubs
We have been asked to share information about activities which are available at the Family Hubs during
February half term and for the coming months — these are attached to the end of this newsletter.

A request for newspaper for KS1 WS |
We are aware that not as many people now get a daily newspaper, but if you or "R{“LYNE —
anyone you know does still have one then our KS1 classes would be grateful for any |
old newspaper for their art activities. Thank you!
Looking ahead to the next half term — advance notice of dates for the diary e J
e Tuesday 24" February — Safety workshops for Year 5 and Year 6

¢ Wednesday 25" /| Thursday 26™ February — rescheduled Year 5 Bikeability sessions for the ‘second

group’ from Year 5 after the days planned at the end of this week were unfortunately postponed due to
the very wet weather

e Monday 2" / Tuesday 3™ March — the first of this year's Mental Health and Wellbeing sessions for
parents/carers will focus on Emotional Regulation. These will be led by members of the ‘Be You’
mental health support team. A separate letter will be sent out in the first few days of the new half term
outlining the THREE sessions we have planned over the rest of this school year (which will cover
emotional regulation, self-esteem and resilience), but please put the dates and times of the first session
in your diary. The session will be repeated so parents can choose the one that works best for them on
either: 5pm Monday 2" March or 9am Tuesday 3" March.

e Thursday 5" March — whole school World Book Day. We again have a choice of WORLD
options for this national dress up day. Children can either come to school in their BQOQQK
pyjamas/dressing gowns and/or onesies OR they can come in a book DAY
character/themed outfit. Whichever they choose, please also encourage them to bring ¢ yarem 2026
in their favourite book for some reading themed activities in school. Please do not go
out and buy a costume specially for this day — pyjamas/book at bedtime is the cosy
option that most children choose. A reminder/further details will be sent out after the holiday.

e Friday 20" March — Comic Relief Day (usual dress up / fundraising day in school — more details to
follow after half term

» Monday 30" / Tuesday 315 March — parents evening appointments during the afternoon / early
evening.

Golden Day reminder
After a busy week with our Safer Internet Day focus on Tuesday and our RE Theme Day today, please
remember that tomorrow (Friday 13" February) we are ending the half term with our ‘Chinese New Year’
Golden Day.
This is a non-uniform day for everyone who has earned the right to
attend with ‘no fine’ to pay. The dress up theme is Chinese/oriental,
anything red which symbolises good luck/happiness (colour of
Chinese new year) or something to represent the start of the year of
the horse (2026) etc.
B On Golden Day, as well as the various craft activities and workshops
L | that have been planned we are also looking forward to our Chinese
themed school meal. Remember, if your child wants to have the
Chinese New Year school dinner then they need to pay for it by tomorrow morning in the usual way (£2.50
for those who pay for meals from Year 3 to Year 6 and £2.20 for full day Nursery pupils).
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This half term finishes on Friday 13" February at the usual time. Please enjoy a break over the half
term holiday and we look forward to seeing everyone for the start of the second half of the spring term on
Monday 23" February 2026.

Yours sincerely,
Miss E Beeston, Head Teacher #W% # ;%WI//
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