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The review focused on the following:

A detailed discussion with Emma, the Head Teacher, and Vicki, the Deputy Head Teacher (KS2), to evaluate the effectiveness and impact of the provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Consideration was given to:

· How the school prepares pupils for life in modern Britain and promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith.

· How the school supplements the formal curriculum with extra-curricular opportunities for pupils to extend their knowledge and understanding and to improve their skills in a range of artistic, creative and sporting activities.

· How leaders promote all forms of equality and foster greater understanding of and respect for people of all faiths (and those of no faith), races, genders, ages, disability and sexual orientations (and other groups with protected characteristics), through their words, actions and influence within the school and more widely in the community. 

· The work to raise awareness and keep pupils safe from the dangers of abuse, sexual exploitation, radicalisation and extremism, and what the school does when it suspects that pupils are vulnerable to these issues.

During the visit, a learning walk was conducted and a number of documents were also scrutinised.

Summary 

This is a school that ensures all pupils are treated equally and have every opportunity to succeed and where discrimination is not tolerated.

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and, within this, the promotion of the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs, are at the heart of the school’s work. 

The broad and balanced curriculum, supplemented by an excellent extensive extra curricular programme, inspires pupils to learn. The range of subjects and opportunities helps pupils acquire knowledge, understanding and skills in all aspects of their education; including linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technical, human and social, physical and artistic learning. A range of art and music opportunities extends pupils’ cultural development. Learning about other countries and their traditions extends pupils’ knowledge and understanding of other cultures. The chair of governors facilitates links with schools in India and the children have enjoyed linking up with pen pals. They also enjoyed ‘Chinese week’ which culminated in a banquet as a Golden Day reward. Next academic year will see the introduction of a European week and children will link up with pen pals in a French school. 

An active school governing body enhances the curriculum further through their hands on support with reading, sewing, athletics and, most recently, the mock election. They are also active in supporting Golden Days.

The children demonstrate a willingness to participate in sporting opportunities and, as a result, have just received the Gold award, Schools Kite Mark for the second year running. This award is in part linked directly to participation in extra-curricular sporting activity and requires a participation rate in excess of 50% at KS2. The school’s rate for the year averaged  68%, and was as high as 82% in the autumn term. 

Displays of pupils work around the school provide evidence of some outstanding outcomes from Art week and Science week. The Science week display contains examples of pupils work from reception through to year 6 and clearly demonstrates how children in this school progress through the curriculum. The variety of the outcomes, reflected in the number of different ways children presented their projects during these subject specific weeks, provides clear evidence that they are encouraged to use their imagination and creativity in their learning, and they do so with startling impact.

Pupils’ horizons are extended through a wide range of activities, including residential. The vast majority of pupils participate in such activities demonstrating the school’s commitment to equal opportunities. 

Children are taught to recognise the difference between right and wrong and readily apply this. Through the behaviour policy, they are taught to understand that actions have consequences. They know that, providing their behaviour is appropriate throughout the year then they will have opportunities to engage in Golden Days. Very rarely have pupils been excluded from such events, reflecting their engagement with the policy. 

School assemblies provide rich experiences that further enhance pupils’ SMSC and appeal to their own interests. 

The spiritual development of pupils is enhanced by regular engagement with the local Reverend Steve. He has conducted a baptism with year 1 children and they have visited a synagogue. All pupils go to the church to celebrate harvest and nativity. 

The active school council, ‘Brainwaves’, is an elected body that provides pupils with an early experience of democracy in action. The council has representatives from year 5 and year 6 and they have instigated a number of significant changes around school. Every year they are responsible for revamping the school’s behaviour policy, the results of which are often more challenging than the previous policy thus raising expectations around how their peers should behave in and around school.

An equally active school Sports Council produced a questionnaire to capture the children’s views on the range and popularity of extra curricular activities on offer. As a result, the opportunity to participate in horse riding will be facilitated from September 2015.

A mock election day, held on the day before the most recent General Election, allowed the children to name the food outlet in their canteen. This experience involved the use of actual ballot boxes, polling booths, official signage and a returning officer. The year 6 polling clerks were so engaged in the activity they refused to let a visiting governor vote because her name was not on their electoral role!

A local politician has spoken to the children about politics in a wider sense and they know who their local MP is. They were delighted to receive a letter from him congratulating them on their KS2 results.

This school ensures that pupils are very well prepared for life in modern Britain through their work to instil British Values.

Agreed areas for action

Follow up suggestions were discussed at the Governors School Improvement Committee meeting on 13th July 2015 with actions decided as focus areas to be included within the new School Improvement Plan for 2015-16.
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