
        Monday 8th November 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Although not all pupils and staff were able to return after the half term break due to Covid isolation, the 
second half of the autumn term did start positively for the majority of the Eastlea ‘team’ and thank you for 
your support for our increased ‘Covid secure’ measures which we alerted you to on 1st November.   
At a ‘virtual’ meeting for all Northumberland Head Teachers on Friday afternoon, schools were encouraged 
to continue to follow the county guidance at the moment in response to the increase in infection rates over 
recent weeks.  The situation is reviewed fortnightly and as a result of these procedures and the increased 
number of secondary school children being vaccinated they do hope that measures MAY be able to ease 
before Christmas – but we will keep you informed every step of the way.   
In the meantime, at Eastlea the children are doing a super job of maintaining their hand washing/sanitising 
routines, classrooms are well ventilated, indoor class mixing has been reduced and the amended lunchtime 
routines are running smoothly.  THANK YOU! 
 

Enterprise Fund sponsored events 
We had a tremendous response to our sponsored enterprise events which took place in the final week of 
Active October.  The children who raised £10 or more in sponsorship money were presented with special 
certificates and each class was delighted to hear on Friday how much they had raised.  Each year group 
now has their ‘pot’ of Enterprise money to use to fund activities, resources or events which they choose! 
The overall total is still growing as more money comes in, but currently stands at an incredible £2336.80! 
THANK YOU! 
 

School Admissions for Reception 2022 – a reminder 
For parents of pupils due to start in Reception next September please remember that the admissions portal 
opened on 1st November and closes on 15th January.  It is very important that you complete an application 
for a place as soon as possible.  Even if your child currently attends our Eastlea Nursery then you 
must make an admissions application for a place in Reception September 2022.  The information 
about this is all on the Northumberland County Council website (school admissions) and you will receive 
confirmation of places on 15th April 2022.  If anyone requires help with this process then please contact Mrs 
Shimmin or Miss Beeston in school.  
 

Clubs and events for this half term 
We have an action packed programme of clubs for this half term and most letters about these have been 
sent out.  As we explained in the Covid update letter – for those clubs which involve more than one year 
group and take place indoors we will aim to ‘bubble’ the year groups separately.  Those which take place 
outside will run as normal.   

Before school Lunchtime After school 

Breakfast Club (7.30 – 
8.45am each day).   
This costs £2.50 per day. 
 
 

KS2 Professional football 
coaching for Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6 on 
Tuesdays 
(£2 per session) 

‘Team sports’ club for Y1/Y2 on 
Tuesdays 
 

Bike club for Y5/Y6 on Tuesdays (from 
16th November for 4 weeks) 
 
 

Grassroots Gymnastics club for 
Reception to Y6 on Tuesday evenings 
(5.30 – 7.00pm).  This costs £5.00 per 
session 
 

Owlets toddler group for 
pre-school children and their 
parents/carers/ childminders: 
Thursdays 9.00 – 10.30am 
in the school hall  
Sessions cost £3.00 plus 50p 
per extra child. 
 
 
 
 

Rugby Rocket Tots for Y1/Y2 
on Wednesdays 
(£2 per session) 

Singing Club for Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6 on   
Wednesdays 

Woodland Walk club for a 
different year group each week 
on Wednesdays 

Fiddles Progression lessons for group 
of Y4 on Wednesdays  

Street Dance Club for 
Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6 on Thursdays 
from 8am in the school hall  
 

Running Club for Y4, Y5, and 
Y6 on a rota basis on 
Thursdays 

Basketball club for Y5/Y6 on 
Thursdays  



As you can imagine the increased Covid measures makes it difficult to plan ahead with any certainty, but 
we still aim to continue with as much of the schedule of activities as possible for the children this half term.  
Some events will not be able to be confirmed until nearer the time depending how the Covid 
situation develops but a list of what is planned is included below: 
 

What’s on When and who? 

Poppies for sale for Royal British Legion 
From Monday 1st – Friday 12th November  

(whole school coordinated by Y6) 

Educational visit to Nissan Monozukuri 
Caravan workshop 

Monday 1st November  

Weekly swimming lessons Monday afternoons from 1st – 29th November (Year 5) 

Gymnastics coaching in PE lessons  
Monday afternoons from 1st November (Y3/Y6)  

Wednesday afternoons from 3rd November (Y1/Y2) 
Friday afternoons from 10th September (Reception/Y4) 

Rocksteady class band sessions 
Continuing on Tuesday mornings from 2nd November 
(class rota and participation depending on interest) 

Basketball coaching in PE lessons 
Tuesday afternoons from 2nd November (Y3/Y6)  
Thursday afternoons from 4th November (Y4/Y5) 

Educational visit to Washington Wetlands  Wednesday 3rd November (Year 5) 

Specialist French tuition Wednesday afternoons for Y4/Y6 from 3rd November 

Specialist Music tuition 
Wednesday afternoons for Reception/Y1/Y4/Y5  

from 3rd November led by Mrs Allenby and Ms Hedley 

‘Nissan in a box’ workshop Morning of Tuesday 9th November (Year 3) 

Dr Bike return visit  Friday 12th November 

Friendship week – “One kind word” w/b Monday 15th November 

Full day ‘Stone Age Camp’ activity session Monday 15th November (Year 3) 

Anti-bullying workshop and/or virtual 
assemblies 

Wednesday 17th November (Year 6 / rest of school) 

Children in Need ‘Pennies for Pudsey’ 
fundraising event plus anti-bullying  

‘odd socks day’ 

Friday 19th November – whole school 
[dress up day – Pudsey/odd socks… separate letter 

will be sent out…please bring in coins] 

Nasal spray ‘flu immunisations Monday 22nd November (Reception to Year 6) 

Kielder science workshops at Eastlea Monday 29th November (Year 1 to Year 6) 

Non-uniform day to bring in raffle prizes for 
the Christmas Raffle 

Friday 26th November – whole school 

Presentation of autumn term Writing Awards Wednesday 1st December 

Virtual Christmas Fair and Eastlea 
Christmas Jumper day 

Friday 3rd December – whole school 

Presentation of autumn term Maths awards Wednesday 8th December 

Christmas lunch for pupils Thursday 9th December  

‘Remote Christmas’ virtual event including 
School Games ‘Santa Dash’ 

Friday 10th December 

Class based Christmas parties 
[more details to follow…we will be asking for 

a £1 donation per child to fund 
refreshments] 

Monday 13th December – afternoon (Y3 and Y4) 
Tuesday 14th December – afternoon (Y1 and Y2) 
Wednesday 15th December – morning (Nursery) 

Wednesday 15th December – afternoon (Reception) 
Friday 17th December (Y5 and Y6) 



 

 

Christmas events 
You will see from the outline list of proposed events that we are again restricted in terms of what we can do 
as a whole school and for obvious reasons we are being advised to limit occasions when 
parents/carers/wider family members are invited onto the school site.  This clearly has an impact on the 
Eastlea Christmas.   
We will modify activities where we can so that the children still have the opportunity to enjoy the festive 
season in school, e.g. the virtual Christmas Fair, the class based parties, Christmas lunch at class based 
tables.  We will NOT be able to perform our usual Christmas productions for everyone in the hall, but are 
working on recording productions for each key stage which will be shared with you as we did last year.  
  
Pupil progress updates 
Remember, as we cannot have formal face to face parents’ appointments in school in the usual format, 
class teachers will be contacting you to outline how they will be updating you on how your child is 
settling in and the progress they are making.  This may be informally face to face, via phone or in 
writing. 
 

Parking 
Please continue to park considerately without blocking roads/driveways and aim to use the ‘park and stride’ 
opportunity from the Church of Nazarene where possible to avoid congestion outside of school. Thank you! 
 

Support for Families 
We are regularly provided with details about support in the local community for families – and have a few 
items to mention which you may find useful. 
 

 Hope Centre – Uniform bank 
We are fortunate to have a very successful local uniform bank 
which provides FREE school uniform and other 
clothing/equipment for children for anyone who requires it.  
Please see the information below and go and visit them if you 
or anyone you know needs uniform for any Cramlington 
school. 
 

 Northumberland Communities Together 
This organisation (based locally at the Community Hub in 
Cramlington) is leading a ‘Get Ready for Winter’ package of 
support.   If you are worried about staying warm, winter bills, 
feeling lonely or struggling with family pressures then you can 
get in touch with them via phone, email or by dropping into the 
Hub. 
Phone 01670 620015 (9am – 6pm 7 days a week) or email  
communitiestogether@northumberland.gov.uk 
 

 Online safety at home 
A newsletter from ‘THINK U KNOW’ is attached on the reverse 
of this sheet.  This was shared with schools last week and has 
some important reminders and links for how you can safely 
manage what your child is accessing online. 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 

Miss E Beeston, Head Teacher 

What’s on When and who? 

Church nativity service –  
Only if Covid restrictions allow? 

Morning of Wednesday 15th December –  
Reception to Year 6  

[pupils/staff only if Covid restrictions allow] 

GOLDEN DAY Thursday 16th December 

Pupils break up for the Christmas holidays – 
early finish at 2pm 

Friday 17th December – at 2pm 

Staff Training Day Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Pupils return for the spring term Wednesday 5th January 2022 
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