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Friday 8th November 2013
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back for the second half of the autumn term.  I hope everyone had a good half term break and are ready for the seven weeks which take us up to Christmas!
Parents’ appointments

Thank you for your tremendous support at the parent appointments which took place this week.  Staff still have some parents to see and I know that catch up appointments are being arranged for the coming days.  The feedback has been very positive so far and I will let you know the outcomes of the parental questionnaire when all the results have been collated.  A copy of the questionnaire is included with this newsletter for those parents who have not yet seen one – please return it to school as soon as possible.

Attendance and punctuality
In support of our continuing drive to improve attendance and punctuality the ‘weekly attendance champions’ trophy and ‘punctuality’ plaque are awarded each week with great excitement!  Your support has meant that we are still having real success in terms of encouraging good punctuality and attendance at Eastlea.  I hope you will be interested in the following ‘headlines’ from the first half of the autumn term:

	Attendance

(One winner per week)
	
	Year 1 –

 once
	Year 2 –

once
	
	Year 4 – once
	Year 5 – 4 times
	Year 6 – once

	Punctuality

(often shared by 2 or 3 classes each week) 
	Reception 
once
	
	Year 2 – once
	Year 3 –

once
	Year 4 – once
	Year 5 – 6 times
	Year 6 – 

4 times 


The ‘party poppers’ were used 5 times this half term to celebrate classes gaining their target of 100% attendance – well done to Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 (twice)!  
· Year 5 won our overall award for the best attendance for the first half of the autumn term – in total they won the weekly award four times – and their average for the half term was 97.1% – well done!  
· Year 5 were also awarded with the certificate for the best punctuality during the half term – only 5 ‘lates’ were recorded in total for this class during the half term – well done!

· Our analysis has shown that there is still room for improvement with the total of ‘lates’ across the whole school.  This is something that is being monitored with the support of the EWO.

· We have plenty of pupils who are on track to gain individual 100% attendance certificates for the autumn term – and I hope they have a healthy seven weeks in the run up to the Christmas holiday!  

Children whose percentage attendance falls below 85% are classified by the government as ‘persistent absentees’ and separate letters have been sent to families of those individuals who fell below this figure in the first half of the autumn term.  Letters were also sent to alert families whose children have below 90% attendance so that the issue of ‘persistent absence’ does not arise. 
Headlice

I know this is a contentious subject at the moment with some families – as it is in all schools across the town.  All we can do is continue to reemphasise the message we have received from health professionals that it is important to check your child’s hair every night.  If headlice/eggs are found then once treated hair needs to be continually checked as lice can reoccur within a fortnight due to the eggs present when treated.

PE kits
Can I take this opportunity to emphasise how important it is for the children to have a PE kits in school during the week so that whenever PE lessons/sports coaching sessions occur, the children are suitably prepared for their lessons.  We have had some difficulties lately with children not having their kit in school and this has meant that they have been unable to take part in planned activities which is upsetting for them and concerning for staff.  Your support with this is appreciated.

Maths challenge

As part of our work in school this year to raise enthusiasm and confidence in maths, all classes are setting children a ‘maths challenge’.  Most challenges are linked to homework.  Ask your child and they will tell you all about their challenge.
Events planned for this half term – including advance notice of some Christmas dates...as we are aware how important it is to get these key dates in the diary!
	What’s on
	When and who?

	Rugby coaching 
	Tuesdays in PE lessons from 5th November for 4 sessions

(Year 5)

	Lunchtime ‘Professional football coaching’
	Tuesday lunchtimes from 6th November for 6 sessions

 (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	After school Netball club
	Continuing from Tuesday 5th – 19th November 
(Years 5 and 6)

	After school ‘Eastlea Singing club’
	Continuing from Wednesday 6th November for 6 weeks

(Years 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	Before school ‘Street Dance’ club
	Thursday mornings from 7th November - 8am

(Year 1 and Year 2)

	Lunchtime ‘Tag Rugby’ club
	Thursday lunchtimes from 7th November

(Year 3 and Year 4)

	Thursday lunchtime activities 
	Various clubs/activities for Year 5 and Year 6 to continue for pupils on Thursday lunchtimes from 7th November

	Running club
	Friday lunchtimes from 8th November

(Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

	Swimming sessions at Concordia
	Continuing on Monday mornings from 11th – 25th November
(Year 4)

	After school KS1 Christmas Craft Club
	Wednesdays after school from 13th November for 4 weeks

(group of 12 pupils from Year 1 and Year 2)

	KS2 Christmas Craft Club
	Wednesday lunchtimes from 13th November for 4 weeks

(group of 20 pupils from Year 3 and Year 4)

	Fiddles project – class tuition 
	Continuing on Wednesday afternoons from 13th November 

(Year 4 and Year 5 pupils with Mr Knox)

	School lunch promotion event
	Thursday 14th and Friday 15th November – see below for more details

 (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils)

	Children in Need Day - Pennies for Pudsey 
coordinated by the ‘Friends of Eastlea’
	Friday 15th November

(letter with further details will be sent next week)

	Friendship week
	Week beginning Monday 18th November 

(activities coordinated by Brainwaves)

	Fire Brigade visit school as part of curriculum work in KS1
	Monday 18th November – morning

(Year 1)

	Hoops for health basketball tournament at Concordia 
	Wednesday 20th November – all day

(two teams of 8 pupils from Year 5 and Year 6)

	Child Line road show assembly and workshops
	Friday 22nd/Monday 25th November

(Year 5 and Year 6)

	Indoor Sportshall Athletics competition at Concordia
	Monday 25th November - morning

(Year 6)

	Multi-skills sports festival at Concordia
	Wednesday 27th November – afternoon

(all Year 2 pupils and Year 6 Sports Leaders)

	Cramlington Christmas lights ‘switch on’ event
	Thursday 28th November – from 4pm at Manor Walks

(KS2 Singing club have been invited to take part – more details nearer the time – parents/families will be welcome)

	Non-uniform day – bring in prizes for the tombola stall at the Christmas Fair
	Friday 29th November

(all pupils)

	Class visit to Beamish 
	Tuesday 3rd December – all day

(Year 5)

	Nursery new intake visit
	Tuesday 3rd December: 9.00 – 10.00am

(Nursery pupils due to start in January)

	Carol singing and fundraising ‘bag pack’ at ASDA
	Thursday 5th December from 11am

(Year 6)

	What’s on
	When and who?

	Eastlea Christmas Fair

Coordinated by the ‘Friends of Eastlea’
	Friday 6th December 3.15pm – 4.45pm

	Scholastic Book Fair delivered to school
	w/b Monday 9th December – parents welcome to come in and have a look/place orders 

	Brief ‘Fiddles’ concert
(provisional – will be confirmed nearer the time)
	Wednesday 11th December – 2.40pm?
(Year 4 and Year 5 pupils)

	Christmas productions

(Further details and ticket orders 

nearer the time!)
	Nursery/Reception:  Thursday 12th December (9.30am)

Year 1/Year 2: Thursday 12th December (1.45pm) and 

                         Friday 13th December (9.30am)

Yr 3/Yr 4/Yr 5/Yr 6: Thursday 12th December(2.30pm) and 

                                 Friday 13th December (10.15am)

	Early Years and KS1 class Christmas parties
	Week beginning Monday 16th December

(further details to follow)

	Christmas carol singing at Hartford Court care home
	Morning of Monday 16th December

(KS2 Singing Club members)

	Christmas lunch

(Further details of cost and menu soon)
	Tuesday 17th December

	‘Holly and the Ivy’ performance – we welcome back Laura and Stewart from the SAGE 
	Tuesday 17th December (afternoon)

	Christmas Carol Service at 
St Nicholas’ church
	Wednesday 18th December at 2pm

(Reception to Year 6 – parents/carers welcome to join us)

	Golden Day
	Thursday 19th December 

(all pupils who have followed our behaviour policy)

	School closes for the Christmas holiday

Early finish at 2pm
	Friday 20th December (early finish at 2pm)

	School reopens for the spring term
	Monday 6th January 2014


School Lunch promotion event

As you may have seen in the local press, we are pleased to announce that we are supporting the Northumberland promotion event which has been arranged to offer ALL pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 a ‘free school lunch’ subsidised by a contribution from county for 2 days next week!  This will take place on Thursday 14th and Friday 15th November and includes every pupil in those 3 classes – whether they usually have packed lunch, pay for their meal or are entitled to a free school meal anyway.

This follows on from National School Meals week which took place this week – which at Eastlea saw the launch of the new winter menu.
We will need to know for definite whether or not you would like to a take advantage of this fantastic offer and ask that parents of pupils in these 3 classes complete and return the attached request form ON MONDAY so that Ms Williams can ensure that enough food is available for the 2 lunchtimes next week.
Yours sincerely,

E Beeston
Miss E Beeston 
Head Teacher
