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 Tuesday 4th June 2013
Dear Parents / Carers
As explained in the newsletter before the holiday, we have lots of things planned for the final 7 weeks of this school year – the following list of dates is one to keep for future reference!

	What’s on
	When and who?

	Rocket Group Rounders competition
	Various lunchtimes each week – weather permitting

(Year 3 , Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

	Tennis coaching
	Tuesday 4th and 11th June (Year 4)

	Lunchtime ‘Professional football coaching’
	Tuesday lunchtimes from 4th June
(pupils from Year 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	‘Fiddles’ tuition – part of our continuing traditional music project 
	Wednesday afternoons in music lessons from 5th June

(Year 4 and Year 5) 

	Governors summer term monitoring visit
	Wednesday 5th June – afternoon – Music focus

	After school ‘Eastlea Singing club’
	Starts again Wednesday 5th June 3.15pm – 4.15pm

(pupils from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6)

N.B. We hope to present a short concert for parents of pupils involved at the last session - 3.45pm on 10th July

	Hockey tournament at CLV
	Wednesday 5th June 3.30 – 5.30pm 
(a group of pupils from Year 5 and Year 6)

	Lunchtime running club
	Thursday lunchtimes from 6th June (Years 4, 5 and 6)

	Dance coaching
	4 Thursday afternoon sessions from 6th June (Year 6)

	Tri-Golf tournament at Seaton Sluice Middle School
	Thursday 6th June - afternoon 
(a group pupils from Year 3 and Year 4)

	Cramlington East Children’s Centre 
Family Welcome Day
	Friday 7th June 10am – 12noon and 1pm – 3pm

(We hope to involve as many of Nursery pupils and their parents as possible in the morning session)

	Lunchtime Nature club
	Friday lunchtimes from 7th June (a group of Year 2 pupils)

	Science transition event at CLV
	Monday 10th June – afternoon (Year 6)

	Music ‘Play Day’ at CLV
	Tuesday 11th June
(Group of 20 Year 5 and Year 6 pupils – parents of these pupils have been invited to a concert at CLV at 2.30pm)

	Lunchtime athletics club
	Wednesday lunchtimes from 12th June (Year 3)

	Transition assembly led by Mrs Ruddick and ex Eastlea Year 7 students
	Friday 14th June - morning

(Year 6)

	‘Work Experience’ for four students
	Monday 17th – Friday 28th June

	KS1 National Phonics screening check 
	Week beginning 17th June

	David Burn ‘Strategies to prevent bullying’ presentation
	Monday 17th June  – morning

(Year 6)

	Reception new intake meetings
	Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th June : 9.15 – 10.30am

(Parents/carers of new Reception class pupils for September have received a separate invitation for one of these mornings)

	Cramlington East Sure Start 
Child Safety event
	Wednesday 19th June – from 10.30am 

(we hope as many Nursery pupils/parents as possible are able to support this event)

	Summer Term Full Governing Body meeting
	Wednesday 19th June 4.30pm

	Sixth Form students lead an activities session 
	Thursday 20th June – afternoon 

(group of pupils from Year 4 or Year 5)

	Staff Training Day 

(school closed for pupils)
	Friday 21st June

	What’s on
	When and who?

	Presentation of summer term writing awards
	Monday 24th June

	Eastlea sports day 

(you will be sent more details 

nearer the time)
	Tuesday 25th June

· Non-uniform day...with a sporting theme in rocket group colours (no ‘fine’ to pay, but children to please bring prizes for the tombola/bottle stall at the summer fayre) 

· School sports afternoon – all welcome from 1.30pm (fingers crossed for fine weather!) 

	Class visit to Kirkley Hall
	Wednesday 26th June  (Reception and Year 1)

	Northumberland Summer games
	Friday 28th June

(at least one of our teams will be representing Cramlington/Seaton Valley at this event in Hexham – 

well done!)

	Residential visit to York
	Monday 1st  – Wednesday 3rd July(Year 6 and three staff)

	Class visitor with an Egyptian theme
	Tuesday 2nd July  (Year 3)

	Eastlea ‘Summer Fayre’ 
	Thursday 4th July : 2.30pm – 4.00pm 

(non uniform day with an American theme)

	Class visit to St Mary’s Island
	Tuesday 9th July (Year 2)

	Class visit to Segedunum
	Tuesday 9th July (Year 4)

	‘Shine assemblies’
Presentations by all pupils to celebrate the year and what they have achieved – 
all parents/carers welcome
	Wednesday 10th July

Nursery/Reception : 9.15am

Year 1/Year 2 : 10.00am

Year 3/Year 4/Year 5 : 10.45am

	Partnership Transition Day at CLV
	Thursday 11th July – all day

(Year 6 pupils spend the full day at CLV as ‘Year 7’)

	Class visit to Seahouses & the Farne Islands
	Thursday 11th July (Year 5)

	Nursery new intake visit
	Friday 12th July – 9.15am

	Leavers Assembly 

Year 6 parents/carers all invited
	Tuesday 16th July – 2pm

(Year 6 special assembly to celebrate their journey through Eastlea!)

	Golden Day
	Wednesday 17th July
(all pupils who have followed our behaviour policy)

	Pupils break up for the summer holiday
	Friday 19th July

	School reopens for pupils in September
	Tuesday 3rd September


Class visits/visitors
Pupils will be bringing home separate letters to provide more information about the details and price of these visits or visitors – so look out for these!  As in previous years the school will be subsidising the transport costs/price for activities to keep the cost for parents as low as possible.  All of them have been planned to extend the learning of the pupils linked to their context planning/topic work so we hope that all children will be able to take part.
Punctuality and attendance
Our ‘Weekly attendance champions’ trophy and ‘punctuality plaque’ continue to generate much excitement when they are awarded in assembly!  Here are the ‘headlines’ from last half term:

· The weekly attendance champions’ trophy and punctuality plaque winners for the six weeks of the first half of the summer term are included in the table below: 

	Attendance

(One winner per week)
	
	Year 1 – 3 times
	Year 3 – once
	Year 4 – twice
	

	Punctuality

(often shared by 2 or 3 classes each week) 
	Reception 

once
	Year 1 – twice
	
	Year 4 – once
	Year 6 – 

3 times 


Year 3 were pleased to win the attendance trophy having missed out in the spring term!  Reception were delighted to get their hands on the punctuality plaque for the first time this school year – well done!  

· Year 1 won our overall award for the best attendance for the first half of the summer term – in total they won the trophy 3 times – and their average for the half term was 97.8% – well done!  Year 4 were a close second with 97.6%.
· Year 1 also retained the certificate for the best punctuality during the half term with only 7 children late in total during the half term.  Year 6 were just ‘pipped at the post’ with 8 ‘lates’!

· As a school we have managed to maintain the low level of ‘persistent absentees’.  We still have only 4 pupils at Eastlea with attendance below 85% which is a great achievement.

‘Authorisation’ of time off school for family holidays – changes to national guidelines
Linked to the attendance update, I also wanted to give you advance notice that the guidelines have changed nationally and it will not be possible for Head Teachers to ‘authorise’ time off school for family holidays with effect from September 2013.  This means a change to the current procedures in which it was possible for Heads to authorise up to 10 school days absence for family holidays.  Except in extreme circumstances, no time off for family holidays can be authorised by any school – which means any time taken off school for this reason will be unauthorised. 
I thought it important to inform you of this change as soon as possible.  More details will follow which will explain the new system, but I felt it was important to alert you straight away to the new procedure.  For the very small number of parents/carers who have already submitted holiday forms and had time off ‘authorised’ for next academic year – these days will now be unauthorised and I will write to you separately to confirm this. 

Cramlington East Children’s Centre
On the reverse of this letter you will find a copy of the latest newsletter from Cramlington East Children’s centre which gives details of their planned upcoming events following their reopening.  If you require any more information about any of the items mentioned please contact Val at the Children’s Centre from Wednesday to Friday on Tel: 739528.
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers

Sainsbury’s have now stopped giving vouchers out at their stores.  Thank you for all the vouchers you have sent into school – we seem to have had a bumper collection this year!  We have a few weeks before we have to submit these so if you do still have any at home please could you send them in as soon as possible.  Thanks again for your support!
Yours sincerely

E Beeston
Miss E Beeston, 
Head Teacher
