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Tuesday 29th January 2013
Dear Parents/Carers,
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Today we started the countdown to our next ‘Golden Day’ which will take place on Thursday 14th February 2013.   As always we like to provide a varied selection of activities for our Golden Days and for this half term we are planning to do something completely different!  As parents/carers you will also have the chance to come and share the ‘outcomes’ in what has been happening on another day that week – more on this later!! 
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As part of our aim to widen the children’s experience of the diversity of culture in modern Britain we are having a focus week on Chinese New Year in the week beginning 11th February.  
Our Golden Day, which is on the Thursday of that week will form part of this exploration of culture with the following activities planned for different year groups...
	Nursery children
	Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2 children

	· Date – morning of Thursday 14th February

· 8.50am – arrive in school as normal

· Chinese themed party with games and activities coordinated by Nursery staff in school including a chance to try Chinese food in the hall at snack time

· 11.50am – children collected from Nursery as usual


	· Date – Thursday 14th February 
· 8.50am  arrive in school as normal in school uniform
· Morning – Chinese craft activities
· 12pm – leave school on foot for the Dragon Inn Chinese restaurant in Cramlington

· 12.30pm – lunch at the Dragon Inn (a chance to taste Chinese food in a restaurant setting)

· Afternoon – return to school to finish craft activities and decorate the classrooms


	Year 3 and Year 4 children
	Year 5 and Year 6 children

	· Date – Thursday 14th February

· 8.50am  arrive in school as normal in school uniform

· 9.00/15am – coach departs for Newcastle

· 9.45am – arrive at Stowell Street

During the day each class will then have the chance to...

· meet Chinese experts and have a tour of China Town

· explore a Chinese supermarket 

· visit and taste bread at a Chinese bakery 

· take part in a Chinese painting workshop at the Chinese Association

· have lunch on Stowell Street at Lau’s Buffet King restaurant
· 1.45pm – set off back to school

· 2.15pm – arrive back at Eastlea for the usual arrangements at the end of the school day
	· Date – Thursday 14th February

· 8.50am  arrive in school as normal in school uniform

· 9.00/15am – coach departs for Newcastle

· 9.45am – arrive at Stowell Street

During the day each class will then have the chance to...

· meet Chinese experts and have a tour of China Town

· explore a Chinese supermarket 

· visit and taste bread at a Chinese bakery 

· take part in a Chinese painting workshop at the Chinese Association

· have lunch on Stowell Street at Lau’s Buffet King restaurant

· visit the Discovery Museum and take part in a workshop based around ‘Inventions’

· 4pm – set off back to school

· 4.30pm (approx) arrive back at Eastlea
N.B.  Please complete the attached slip to indicate arrangements for how your child will be getting home at 4.30pm.


What do the children need?

	Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, 
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School uniform as normal please – including suitable black school shoes and coat/waterproof as they will be walking to the Dragon Inn restaurant for their lunch!

· Children should be collected as normal at 3.15pm at the end of the day

	Year 3, Year 4, 

Year 5 and Year 6
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· School uniform as normal please – including suitable black school shoes and coat/waterproof as they will be outside exploring and walking in Newcastle!
· Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 need to return the reply slip indicating their arrangements for getting home 


As you can see we have a great deal planned for the day – this does not come cheap, but thanks to the recent fundraising efforts and money allocated to ‘Golden Days’ via the school budget we hope to be able to reward good behaviour with a chance to experience Chinese culture in its many forms at no additional charge to parents/carers.  There will therefore be nothing to pay for the meals, activities, visits or transport costs involved on this day. 
As mentioned earlier we are also hoping to give parents/carers an opportunity to come into school to see what the children have been working on during the half term about Chinese New Year and the outcomes from this focus week in particular.  There are 2 opportunities for this:

· Nursery – a separate invitation will be sent out by Mrs Merryweather for a workshop event for an hour on the morning of Wednesday 13th February.  
· All other classes – we are planning to have an ‘open house’ session on Friday 15th February towards the end of the afternoon to which everyone is invited to pop in and see the work the children have been doing.  Further details will be sent out nearer the time – but put the date in your diary! 

As always attendance on our Golden Days is dependent on each child following the Eastlea rules in school and at lunchtimes.  This means that pupils must have avoided going into the red traffic light 4 times.  We are hoping to include all children; however, for those who are struggling to follow the rules, we have been or will be in contact with parents to discuss ways to support children to get them ‘back on track’ in terms of behaviour. 
If your child is in Year 5 or Year 6 please remember to complete the attached reply slip indicating arrangements for getting home after their 4.30pm return to school on Golden Day.  Pupils in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 will be finishing at the usual times.
Yours sincerely

E  Beeston 
Head Teacher

Eastlea Primary –Year 5 and Year 6

Chinese New Year Golden Day Newcastle visit

Name of child:………………………………………………..


Year:………………….
When they return at approx 4.30pm: (please tick one box)

          My child will be collected from school by………………………………………………………………


          I give my child permission to walk/cycle home themselves

         Signed:.............................................................................
Eastlea Primary – Year 5 and Year 6
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Name of child:………………………………………………..


Year:………………….
When they return at approx 4.30pm: (please tick one box)

          My child will be collected from school by………………………………………………………………


          I give my child permission to walk/cycle home themselves

         Signed:.............................................................................
Eastlea Primary – Year 5 and Year 6

Chinese New Year Golden Day Newcastle visit

Name of child:………………………………………………..


Year:………………….
When they return at approx 4.30pm: (please tick one box)

          My child will be collected from school by………………………………………………………………


          I give my child permission to walk/cycle home themselves

         Signed:.............................................................................
