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5th November 2012
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back for the second half of the autumn term.  I hope everyone had a good half term break and are ready for the seven weeks which take us up to Christmas!
Poppies

We are once again supporting the British Legion national fundraising campaign for Remembrance Day by selling poppies in school.  due to the timing of half term, poppies will only be available for sale this week until Friday 9th November.  Please encourage your child to support this very worthwhile cause!
Jingle Bell walk

Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 took home a letter about this event before half term.  Responses are required by Monday 12th November so that we can confirm the final numbers with the coach companies who are providing the transport for this important charity occasion.  The revised cost for this evening event is £5 per person – thanks to free transport from Parkside/Adamsons coaches.  For those who have already sent the initial ticket price of £7 into school, the additional £2 will be returned to you by Mrs Johnson.
Attendance and punctuality
In support of our drive to improve attendance and punctuality at Eastlea we will be continuing to award the ‘weekly attendance champions’ trophy each week and will also be launching a ‘punctuality’ plaque which will be awarded each week to the class with the best punctuality record.   

Children whose percentage attendance falls below 85% are classified by the government as ‘persistent absentees’ and separate letters are being sent to families of those individuals who fell below this figure in the first half of the autumn term. 

There were also some children/families in the first half term who were regularly coming to school late each morning.  This causes problems in the classrooms and leads to an unsettled start for those concerned.  The EWO (Education Welfare Officer) has fortnightly meetings in school to discuss attendance/punctuality and this is an area which will be monitored more closely over the next few weeks.  I hope you will support us with ensuring that other than in extreme circumstances, your child(ren) arrive at school by 8.50am each morning and come in through their usual entrance doors.

Parents’ appointments
Please remember that meetings have been arranged for parents/carers of pupils from Reception to Year 6 to discuss your child’s progress/targets on Tuesday 6th November (tomorrow evening) from 2.30pm – 6.30pm.   Confirmation of appointment times was sent out by class teachers before the holiday.  If you have not made arrangements to see your child’s class teacher please contact school to arrange an appointment time.  It is important that we see every parent/carer to provide an update on how your child has settled into the new school year – and to allow for this you may have noticed that we are starting the appointments earlier for those who are able to come into school before the end of the school day.  Meetings with teachers from 2.30pm – 3.15pm will therefore be in the school hall and some light refreshments will be on sale – a Year 6 fundraising event. Parents should arrive at school via the main entrance.  After 3.15pm appointments will be in the class bases as normal.  

There is no longer a ‘crèche’ available for pre-school children.   If you have children with you after 3.15pm, please make sure they have a book to read/quiet game to play as they need to give you time to have a private talk to the class teacher.  

Nursery appointments are also taking place with Mrs Merryweather on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes this week.
Remembering Mrs Jones – storyteller chair
The fundraising for our storytellers chair continued before the holiday and thanks to further donations and an individual ‘cake pop’ sale arranged by a pupil in Year 6 the total now stands at £451.  Mrs Lambert is going to be coordinating some further fundraising this half term with a class cake/biscuit sale on Friday break times.  A class will take on the responsibility for making biscuits/cakes in school each week – and sell them to the school at Friday break time.  Year 2 are starting the process so if your child wants a cake or biscuit they should bring 20p with them on Friday!
School lunch cost increase

Just a reminder that as explained before the holiday, the price of a school meal went up from today to £2.10 per day.  Dinner money can be paid on a daily or weekly basis (£10.50) as before.
Events planned for this half term – including advance notice of some Christmas dates...as we are aware how important it is to get these key dates in the diary!
	What’s on
	When and who?

	Swimming sessions at Concordia
	Continuing on Monday mornings from 5th November 

(Year 4)

	Football coaching for girls/mixed groups
	Monday 5th and Monday 12th November – afternoon

(Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 teams for future tournaments)

	Nursery lunchtime parent appointments
	Tuesday 6th and Thursday 8th November 

	Lunchtime ‘Professional football coaching’
	Tuesday lunchtimes from 6th November for 6 sessions

 (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	Parents evening – TOMORROW!!
	Tuesday 6th November 2.30pm – 6.30pm

(parents of all pupils from Reception to Year 6)

	ICT club
	Wednesday lunchtimes from 7th November for 5 weeks

(Year 1)

	KS2 Christmas Craft Club
	Wednesday lunchtimes from 7th November for 5 weeks

(group of 20 pupils from Year 3 and Year 4)

	Fiddles ensemble with Mr Knox
	Wednesday lunchtimes for small group of pupils 

(Year 6 and Year 5)

	Fiddles project – class tuition 
	Continuing on Wednesday lunchtimes/afternoons for 

Year 4 and Year 5 pupils with Mr Knox

	Running club
	Thursday lunchtimes from 8th November

(Year 4)

	Thursday lunchtime activities 
	Various clubs/activities for Year 5 and Year 6 to continue for pupils on Thursday lunchtimes from 8th November

	Netball tournament at CLV
	Thursday 8th November – after school

(two teams of Year 5/Year 6 pupils)

	KS1 Christmas Craft Club
	Tuesday lunchtimes from 13th November for 4 weeks

(group of 12 pupils from Year 1 and Year 2)

	Able writers workshop at Burnside
	Wednesday 14th November – all day

(group of 7 pupils from Year 5 and Year 6)

	Football tournament at Astley
	Wednesday 14th November – afternoon

(group of 8 Year 4 pupils)

	After school ‘Eastlea Singing club’
	Continuing from Wednesday 14th November  for 5 weeks

(Years 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	ICT suite used as a polling station for local election – school open as usual
	Thursday 15th November – school open as usual

	Children in Need Day - Pennies for Pudsey 
coordinated by the ‘Friends of Eastlea’
	Friday 16th November

	Football tournament at Whytrig
	Friday 16th November – afternoon

(group of 20 Year 5 and Year 6 pupils)

	Friendship week
	Week beginning 19th November 

(activities coordinated by Brainwaves)

	Rugby tournament at Seaton Sluice
	Thursday 22nd November – afternoon

(group of 12 Year 5 and Year 6 pupils)

	Hoops for health basketball tournament at Concordia 
	Wednesday 28th November – all day

(two teams of pupils from Year 5 and Year 6)

	Jingle Bell charity walk

(separate letter already sent out)
	Thursday 29th November - evening event in Newcastle 

(staff plus pupils and families from Years 5 and 6)

	Non-uniform day – bring in prizes for the tombola stall at the Christmas Fair
	Friday 30th November

(all pupils)

	Nursery new intake visit
	Tuesday 4th December: 9.15 – 10.15am

(Nursery pupils due to start in January)

	Autumn term Governors meeting
	Thursday 6th December (4.00pm)

	Eastlea Christmas Fair

Coordinated by the ‘Friends of Eastlea’
	Friday 7th December 3.15pm – 4.45pm

	What’s on
	When and who?

	Scholastic Book Fair delivered to school
	Monday 10th December – parents welcome to come in and have a look/place orders

	Brief ‘Fiddles’ concert
(provisional – will be confirmed nearer the time)
	Wednesday 12th December – 2.40pm?
(Year 4, Year 5 and some Year 6 pupils)

	Christmas productions

(Further details and ticket orders 

nearer the time!)
	Nursery/Reception:  Thursday 13th December (9.30am)

Year 1/Year 2: Thursday 13th December (1.45pm) and 

                         Friday 14th December (9.30am)

Yr 3/Yr 4/Yr 5/Yr 6: Thursday 3th December(2.30pm) and 

                                 Friday 14th December (10.15am)

	Year group Christmas parties
	Week beginning Monday 17th December

(further details to follow)

	Christmas carol singing at local care homes
	Mornings of Monday 17th and/or Tuesday 18th December

(some KS2 singing club members and some Year 6 pupils)

	Christmas lunch

(Further details of cost and menu soon)
	Tuesday 18th December

	Christmas Carol Service at 
St Nicholas’ church
	Wednesday 19th December at 2pm

(Reception to Year 6)

	Golden Day
	Thursday 20th December 

(all pupils who have followed our behaviour policy)

	School closes for the Christmas holiday 
	Friday 21st  December

	School reopens for the spring term
	Monday 7th January 2013


Yours sincerely,

E Beeston
Miss E Beeston 
Head Teacher
