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 Wednesday 17th April 2013
Dear Parents / Carers
Welcome back 

It was good to welcome everyone back for the new term this week and it hardly seems possible that we have now started the summer term!  As you can see from the list below we are all set for another action packed half term at Eastlea!

What’s going on this half term
	What’s on
	When and who?

	Lunchtime ‘Professional football coaching’
	Tuesday lunchtimes from 16th April
(pupils from Year 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	After school Maths boosters/homework club
	Tuesday after school sessions from 16th April 

(Year 6)

	‘Bacon butty’ Literacy boosters
	Wednesday morning before school Literacy sessions from 17th April  (Year 6)

	Class photos taken by H. Tempest
	Wednesday 17th April - morning

	Lunchtime ICT club
	Wednesday lunchtimes from 17th April

(Year 4)

	‘Fiddles’ tuition – part of our continuing traditional music project 
	Wednesday afternoons in music lessons from 17th April

(Year 4 and Year 5) 

	After school ‘Eastlea Singing club’
	Starts again Wednesday 17th April 3.15pm – 4.15pm

(pupils from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	Governors Resources Committee meeting
	Wednesday 17th April – 4.30pm

	Visit for new pupils in Nursery 
	Thursday 18th April (9am – 10am)

	Lunchtime running club
	Continuing on Thursday lunchtimes from 18th April 

(Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

	Eastlea in the Evening Chronicle
	Thursday 18th April – articles written by Year 6!!

	David Burn crime prevention/personal safety presentation
	Friday 19th April  – morning

(Year 6)

	Starting date for new intake in Nursery
	Monday 22nd April 

	Rescheduled Northumberland ‘Winter’ Games in Berwick
	Tuesday 23rd April

(Our Year 3 gymnastics and Year 6 netball teams were the regional winners – they compete for the county title...GOOD LUCK!!)

	Lunchtime Athletics club
	Starts Wednesday 24th April 

(group of pupils from Year 3)

	After school skipping club 
	Starts Wednesday 24th April for 5 weeks
(pupils from Reception and Year 1)

	Visit of Tommy Craggs – woodcarver

(creator of our Storyteller chair)
	Thursday 25th April

(further details to be sent out soon – parents invited to see the ‘owl carving’ in action in the afternoon)

	ICT suite used as a polling station for local election – school open as usual
	Thursday 2nd May – school open as usual

	May Day bank holiday – school closed
	Monday 6th May – school closed 

	KS1 SATs assessments
	During May – these will form part of the overall teacher assessment judgement made by Eastlea staff 

(Year 2)

	School nurses lead PSHE puberty sessions 
	Tuesday 7th May - morning(Year 5)

	‘SATs Saturday’
(A fun day to revise maths and English inside and outside the school building!)
	Saturday 11th May
(Year 6) 

	KS2 SATs week
	Monday 13th – Friday 17th May

(all Year 6 pupils – we wish them the very best of luck!)

	Children’s Cancer Run
	Sunday 19th May – Gosforth Park race course – we hope to arrange for a group of staff and Year 4/Year 5/Year 6 running club members to take part in this charity event – look out for more information

	Year 6 class visit to Whickham Thorns
	Monday 20th May – all day (Year 6)

	Athletics tournament
	Thursday 23rd May – afternoon

(pupils from Year 5 and Year 6)

	Golden Day
	Friday 24th May 

(all pupils who have followed our behaviour policy)

	Pupils break up for half term
	Friday 24th May

	School reopens after the half term holiday
	Monday 3rd June


Uniform – PE kits
We should hopefully be due some better weather this term which means that the PE sessions for most classes will be taking place outside.  It is therefore important that pupils have their PE kits in school each week and this should include black shorts, plain white T shirt and trainers.  Plain dark tracksuits could also be brought to wear.
Punctuality and attendance
Your continuing support has meant that we are continuing to have real success in terms of encouraging good punctuality and attendance at Eastlea.  I hope you will be interested in the following ‘headlines’ from last half term:

· The weekly attendance champions’ trophy and punctuality plaque winners for the five weeks of the second half of the spring term are included in the table below: 

	Attendance

(One winner per week)
	Year 1 – once
	Year 2 –

once
	Year 4 – twice
	Year 5 – once
	

	Punctuality

(often shared by 2 or 3 classes each week) 
	Year 1 – 

3 times
	Year 2 – twice
	Year 4 – twice
	
	Year 6 – 

3 times 


Year 2 were delighted to finally get their hands on both the attendance trophy and punctuality plaque last half term!  Year 3 are keen to regain both the awards this half term and Reception remain the only year group yet to win either award...a target for them for the summer term!

· Year 4 won our overall award for the best attendance for the second half of the spring term – in total they won the weekly award twice – and their average for the half term was 97.76% – well done!  
· Year 1 were awarded with the certificate for the best punctuality during the half term – only 4 children were late in total during the half term – well done!
· Our analysis has shown that the total of ‘lates’ was reduced even further across the whole school – which is fantastic!   Thank you for your support!  The EWO will be helping us to continue to monitor this over the half term.
· In terms of what is classed nationally as ‘persistent absence’ the number of pupils at Eastlea with attendance below 85% has also dropped dramatically...from 17 pupils to only 4.  This is a fantastic achievement and our aim of course is to reduce this even further!

· We always had some individuals from across the school who managed to maintain full attendance and excellent punctuality for a whole term.  I am delighted to announce that the total for last term was the highest ever – with 50 pupils being awarded with special certificates for 100% attendance in the spring term.  12 of them are on track for a full year of 100% attendance...good luck!!

Cramlington East Sure Start
I’m sure many of you have been wondering what is happening to the Sure Start facility which is on our site.  The latest update is that arrangements have been agreed to fix the longstanding problems with the heating system.  Works are scheduled to take place in the middle of May and it is hoped that soon after that the building will be in use again for Sure Start activities.  In the meantime we are in negotiation with Katy Luke (Cramlington Sure Start manager) to support some key events by offering rooms in Eastlea…watch this space!  
Yours sincerely

E Beeston
Miss E Beeston, Head Teacher
